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January 2020 
Dear Orchestra Parents and Students, 
 

Greetings! I want to welcome all students and parents back to the Randall Middle School 
Orchestra! My name is William Sanderson and this is my fourth year as the Director of 
Orchestras at Randall Middle School. I hold a Bachelor’s in Music Education from Florida State 
University and this is my fifth year teaching in Hillsborough County. I am very excited about 
working with you and your student and look forward to sharing music with him/her! This 
handbook will provide you with information on the policies and other aspects of the orchestra. A 
tentative calendar, containing concert dates and other events, is included. This is going to be 
another wonderful year for these students, and I invite all parents, friends and relatives to join us 
in all events! Please support your child by encouraging him or her to practice and to participate 
fully in all orchestra events! 

 
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me 

throughout the year. I am available every weekday between 8:30-9:20 and during 
my planning period (3:32-4:20). The school’s number is 813-740-3900. My email 
address is william.sanderson@sdhc.k12.fl.us. Email is the best way to reach me. 

 
Again, I look forward to working with you and your child this year. Please watch for 

announcements and e-mails on upcoming events! 
 
Musically, 
 
Mr. Sanderson 
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Recommended Music Stores 

 
*All stores should have all supplies in stock, including instruments. The Violin Shop offers quality instruments for rental and 

have provided RMS with many of our classroom instruments. 
 

Required Supply Checklist 
(Take this checklist with you when visiting a music store) 

 
All materials due Monday, January 27th, 2020. Please put your name on every item that is 

yours to prevent it from being lost or stolen.  
 

____Instrument, bow, and case with a name tag 
____ Sound Innovations for String Orchestra, Book 1 (see picture – make sure to get 
the book for YOUR instrument) 
____Shoulder rest for violinists / violists. The following brands are highly 
recommended: Kun, FOM, Everest, Muco 
____Rock stop for cellists and bassists 
____Rosin (violin, viola, and cello players have one type, basses have another) 
____Soft cloth to wipe away rosin dust and finger prints  
____Black three-ringed notebook (1 or 1 ½ in.) containing multiple sheet 
protectors for assigned music 
____Pencils (Needed every day – part of students’ daily grade) 
____$35 Orchestra Fee (may be paid electronically – see below) 
____Inexpensive foldable music stand for home use. (Highly recommended) 
____Chromatic tuner / metronome (free apps available!). I recommend the Tunable app for a metronome and tuner! 
____It is a good idea for violins, violas, and cellos to carry a spare set of strings. The following brands are 
accepted: D’Addario  - Prelude, Supersensative, Dominants (advanced students), Helicore (advanced 
students), Larsens  (advanced students) 

 
 
 
Instrument:_________________________  Size: ______________________ 
 

*Parents, I understand that there is a financial commitment to being in orchestra. If there is any problem in attaining these 
items, please contact me. The Boosters offer supply scholarships if there are any immediate issues. I will work with you in all 
ways to bring success to your child. Most music stores have a rent-to-own plan that includes insurance. Please see page 4 
for a list of recommended manufacturers. If not, you may pay more in repairs than the instrument itself. 

Please contact me with questions or concerns. 

 
 

INSTRUMENTS 

Company Contact Number Company Website 

*The Violin Shop (813)288-8215 www.violinshoptampa.com 
*Have online rentals that will deliver to you 

or the school 
Music Showcase (813)685-5998 www.musicshowcaseonline.com 

Shar Music (800)248-7427 www.sharmusic.com 
**Exclusively Online** 
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The Internet (Amazon, Walmart, Kmart, etc.) has brought with it a dramatic increase in string 

instruments that are of extremely poor quality. Parents and relatives are unknowingly tricked into purchasing 
something that looks like a string instrument because the price is much cheaper than instruments at the local 
store. Here’s the catch: 
 

Cheap Internet instruments are more difficult to play and tune. They tend to break 
easily, and they are difficult and expensive to repair. Even when played by a professional, these 
instruments sound as cheap as they cost. It is common to pay more to get a cheap instrument 
set-up and repaired than you would an instrument of greater quality.  
 
 Students who are forced to play junk instruments tend not to enjoy their experience and quit early, 
simply because cheap instruments are difficult to play and tune. To avoid this, I have made notes about a 
variety of different instruments that I have tested from various music stores in the area. At the very least, these 
instruments produce a pleasing string sound, are relatively easy to tune and play, and are manufactured well 
enough to hold up under reasonable playing conditions. Please be informed and consult me before 
purchasing any instrument that is not on the list below.   
 
While there is no predicting how long a child will play, we encourage parents to take advantage of the rental 
options available to them. Many stores in our area have rent-to-own options and offer upgrades when a student 
is ready to move up in quality or size.  It is important that students have an instrument that is both the proper 
size and of good quality.  
 
After visiting the stores, if you do not feel you can afford to rent an instrument from one of the 
stores mentioned above, please contact me and I will help you as best I can. An extremely limited 
number of school instruments may be available for students with financial need. Students must 
provide documentation from a parent to receive a rental contract. Please contact me at (813) 740-
3900 or william.sanderson@sdhc.k12.fl.us if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Recommended Brands: 
 

Violins and Violas: 
 Knilling 
 Glasel 
 Yamaha 
 Antonio Vivaldi 
 Fritz 
 Williams 
 Euro 

Celli: 
 Knilling 
 Yamaha 
 Glassel 
 Emmanuel 
 Englehardt 
 Franz Hoffman 

 
Bassi: 
A bass can be extremely hard to find to rent in local music stores. The Violin Shop DOES carry quality basses! 
Students will most likely need to rent an instrument from the school. Bassists are encouraged to take their 
instruments home on weekends. If taken home during the school week, they MUST be returned the next day, as 
they are needed for other classes. If transporting a large instrument is not possible, there will be supervised 
practicing and mentoring sessions before school every day starting at 8:00am. 



 5 

Grading Policy 

 
 
Daily Participation (40%) 
Students learn in the doing. Full participation in all classes/rehearsals is expected. To fully participate, the 
student must have an instrument in working order, keep his or her fingernails trimmed for proper 
hand position and good intonation, and bring ALL materials (binder, instrument, pencil, and other 
supplies) required to each class/rehearsal. Binders will be checked for completeness periodically as a part of a 
student’s participation grade. If a student's instrument is in the shop for repair, a note from the parent should 
be presented to be excused from rehearsal. The student may use a school instrument if one is available. If one is 
not available, a different task will be assigned. Failure to bring all materials to class will result in a deduction 
from the student's participation grade. Fifty participation points will be awarded weekly, ten for each day. 
Students must be prompt, prepared, polite, and productive in order to receive their daily participation points. 
Students MAY also be responsible for practice logs. In order to receive full credit, students must have a parents 
signature, turn the logs in on the day it is due, and must practice for a total of 60 minutes a week. Moreso, 
students must complete the practice log as described.  
 
 

 
Masteries/Quizzes (40%) 

Students will have several opportunities to master exercises in their method books or out of their concert 
music. The class will prepare each exercise that is to be mastered, and each student will individually 
demonstrate his or her mastery by performing the exercises.  Playing quizzes may include exercises or excerpts 
outside of the assigned masteries. Students may be assessed as individuals, sections, or small groups. Students 
are evaluated on note and intonation accuracy, rhythmic accuracy, tone, tempo, and musicality. Masteries may 
be completed in person before school, during appropriated class time, or via video recordings sent to the RMS 
Orchestra Email (randallorchestra@gmail.com). Quizzes make-ups/re-takes must be performed in person 
before school.  Other quizzes may include assessments on music theory, rhythms, or music history. 
 
 

Performance (20%) 
Orchestra is a performance-oriented class as stated by Hillsborough County School Policy. The students 
practice and rehearse to perform the skills they master in class. Since performances are part of the curriculum, 
all students involved are required to be present for all concerts. Students participating and demonstrating the 
proficiencies taught in class will earn an "A" for that performance. Students who do not demonstrate 
mastery of the required music will not be permitted to play in the concert. A small number of after 
school rehearsals will be required throughout the school year in order to bring multiple classes together. 
Students will only be excused from after school rehearsals and performances if they submit a Conflict Form 5 
school days before the missed rehearsal or 10 school days before the missed performance. If the absence is 
emergent, a written note from a parent will need to be provided within 3 school days of the missed rehearsal or 
performance. Planned after school rehearsals are on the Orchestra Calendar. If there are any additions, parents 
and students will be notified in advanced. Students with an excused absence may make up the grade for a 
missed rehearsal or performance by performing selections from their concert music. Accepted excuses include 
personal illness or a family emergency  
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Classroom Procedures 
 

1. Be Prompt - Students are expected to be in their assigned seats with all necessary materials once 
the director has completed tuning. Book bags and other belongings should be under or on the back 
of their chairs. 
 

2. Be Prepared - Students are to have all necessary materials including their Binder, Instrument, 
Pencil, and other Supplies (rosin, rock stops, and shoulder rests). It is also a student’s responsibility 
to be prepared for every rehearsal. In order to do this, students should attempt to practice at least 
20 minutes a day. 
 

3. Be Polite - Students are to respect all members of the orchestra, the conductor, guests and school 
property. Students will be attentive during instruction.  Talking and playing during the rehearsal 
detracts from the learning experience and will result in Conduct Cuts. Gum, food, and beverages are 
prohibited in the orchestra room.  Instruments, music, and the orchestra room are to be treated 
with care at all times.  
 

4. Be Productive - Each student is expected to properly participate with the class during rehearsals 
and silently go over their part (i.e. shadow bowing and fingering their part) while the director is 
working with a section of the orchestra.  Students are to be positive and strive to do their best so 
they can take pride in their accomplishments and have fun making music.  

 
 
 

Conducts Policies 
 

A conduct grade is determined by the student’s citizenship, behavior, and cooperation in the 
orchestra classroom. Below is the grading scale used to determine conduct grades: 

 
A - Average 

B - Below Average 
C - Needs Improvement 

D - Serious Conduct Concerns 
F - Unacceptable 

 

Procedure for Disciplinary Action and Tardiness 
 

1st offense - verbal warning 
2nd offense - conduct cut and parent notification  

3rd offense - conduct cut, lunch detention, and parent notification 
4th offense – referral 

 
A student is considered tardy if the student arrives on or after the school clock reads the time class is 

supposed to start.  
Student Awards 

 
There will be a limited amount of awards presented to students at the end of the year. Award categories 

include most improved, outstanding musician, and student leadership. Students who participate in extra 
events such as All State and All County are eligible for further recognition. Students will be selected for 

recognition based on their contributions to the orchestra program both inside and outside of class.   
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RMSO Ensembles 
6th Grade – Forte Strings 

The Forte Strings group is composed of students who are fresh out of the 
wheel/CRDM. The class starts in January and is for students who have never 
played a stringed instrument/in an orchestra before. No experience is required, and 
students will learn and develop skills in musicianship, performance, music reading, 
and responsibility for their membership in orchestra. 

 
7th Grade – Philharmonic Strings 

Students who have completed the sixth grade Forte Strings class will continue to 
develop their performance skills in the Philharmonic Strings class. This class is for 
students who wish to join orchestra during their 7th or 8th grade year. Students will 
perform at the Fall, Winter & Spring Concerts, Pre-MPA (Music Performance 
Assessment,) and the End of the Year Concert.  Students will fine-tune their 
musical reading skills and performance techniques prior to their membership in 
the Symphonic Strings class.   

 
8th Grade – Symphonic Strings 

The Symphonic Strings class is composed of students who perform at an advanced 
playing ability (due to private lessons, advanced number of playing years, or 
exceptional musicianship in the Randall Philharmonic Strings).  The Symphonic 
Strings student must have a high level of maturity and sense of responsibility to 
keep up with the standards expected for this major performing orchestra ensemble. 
Required concerts are:  Fall, Winter, & Spring Concerts, school assemblies (if 
applicable), FOA Music Performance Assessment, and the End-of-the-Year 
Concert. 
 

Chamber Strings 
Chamber Strings is a small ensemble of musicians that perform in the community 
and at school performances, often without a conductor.  Members must audition 
demonstrating the following qualities: outstanding music reading skills, technique 
on their instrument, musicianship, leadership, confidence, and teamwork. 
Required performances are: t the Fall, Winter, Spring Concerts, FOA Music 
Performance Assessment, and the End of the Year Concert.  This group will 
represent Randall Middle School at community events and performances (i.e 
Veteran’s Day events and other opportunities scheduled throughout the year). 

 
 



 8 

Parent/Teacher Communication 
 

Most communication will be conducted through Email, Edsby, and Remind. Students will fill out an 
electronic contact form at the beginning of the semester. Email reminders will be sent to remind 
parents and students of upcoming events, field trips, concerts, and more! If you have not signed 
up for Edsby, please visit https://sdhc.edsby.com and click “Parent Sign Up”.  
 
Again, if you ever need to contact me personally, my information is as follows: 
 
Email: william.sanderson@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
School Number: 813-740-3900 

 
Practice and Tutoring 

 
 

Morning practice/tutoring sessions will be held every Wednesday and Friday morning from 8:30-
9:15. Students are presented with the opportunity for help if it is needed and the opportunity to do some 
enrichment work with student leaders or Mr. Sanderson. Also, students may use this time to complete 
their masteries. These sessions are strictly for practicing and increasing skill on an instrument. This is 
not a social activity, nor is it time to do work for other classes. No appointment is necessary. Remember, 
the more practicing a student does with his/her instrument, the more proficient they become. An 
ensemble is only as good as its weakest player. 

 
For the students’ safety, parents must contact Mr. Sanderson beforehand if your 

student does not intend on staying for the full duration of the practice. If morning practice is 
canceled for any reason, excluding emergencies, students will be notified at least one day in advance. In 
the case of my emergent absence, students will be given the opportunity to contact parents before the 
end of the day. 

 
 

Forte Strings morning practice will begin  
Wednesday, January 29th, 2020. 
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CONCERT ATTIRE 
 

 
 

 
I am excited to announce a new partnership with 3FF Custom Embroidery here in Fish 
Hawk! I am looking forward to working with a local business.  
 
The polo students purchase will be worn at all Orchestra events, including concerts. I 
recommend that students purchase a shirt size that is one size larger than they would 
normally wear, as this shirt will be used again next year. If you purchase a shirt that is 
sized for the student currently, then it is your responsibility to check the student’s shirt 
size at the beginning of next year to determine whether or not a new shirt will need to 
be purchased. 
 
Uniforms help make a performing group look professional! In addition, it provides a sense of unity 
for the group. This attire is to be worn at all performances. Students failing to comply will 
receive a zero for the performance. Please contact me with any questions regarding the 
uniform.  
 

 
 

Ladies: 
 Black orchestra polo 
 Black dress slacks or skirt (knees must be covered when seated) 
 Black stockings / tights / hosiery 
 Black closed-toe dress shoes 

 
Gentlemen: 

 Black orchestra polo 
 Black dress pants 
 Black dress belt 
 Black socks 
 Black dress shoes 

 
 
Items that are not allowed: 

 Denim (black jeans) 
 Sneakers, Sperry’s, Flip Flops, etc. 
 Extra accessories such as scarves, hats, bandanas, etc. 
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Private Instructors List 
 

  Instructor Number Email 

Violin   

Kay Payne (813) 442-9072 kay.payne13@hotmail.com 

AnnMarie Abraham (813) 309-1338 Annmarie.abraham.120@gmail.com 

Regen Adams (813) 895-0980 regenadams@yahoo.com 

Hope Paolotto (813) 376-4571  
 

stringsbyhope@verizon.net 

Barbara Cripe (813)661-1826 bhcripe@tampabay.rr.com 

Viola   

AnnMarie Abraham (813) 309-1338 Annmarie.abraham.120@gmail.com 

Hope Paolotto (813) 376-4571  
 

stringsbyhope@verizon.net 

SuLing Caballero (813) 309-0962 Sulingcaballero@gmail.com 
 

Amanda Johnston (813) 760-0498 
 

Amanda.johnston@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

Cello   

Diego Villa (813) 453-6032 dfvilla59@gmail.com 

Caio Diniz (225) 916-9591 caioalvesdiniz@gmail.com 
 

Carlos Audi (813) 787-3729 audicarlos@yahoo.com 
 

Melissa Grady (813)391-0619 melissa.grady@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

Bass   

Raymond Vans Evers (813) 767-3717 rvansevers@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Joe Grady (813)789-7209 joseph.grady@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

Karen Bishop (813)-885-6474 karen.bishop@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

  
 
 

 
 



 11 

RMS Orchestra 2019-2020 Calendar – Semester 2 
 

 
Please see Charms for more details, volunteer requests, and more! 

All dates and locations are subject to change. You will be given ample written notice if dates or times change or if 
there are any additions. Please see the Charms calendar for updated events. 

  

6th Grade Parent Meeting 6th Graders Only RMS Chorus Room - 130 Jan. 14th, 2020 
6p-7p 

All-State/FMEA 
Convention 

Selected Students  Tampa Convention Center Jan. 9th-11th, 2020 
All Day 

All County Orchestra 
Festival 

All County Orchestra 
Students 

Middleton Middle School 
(rehearsals/seating 

audition) 
  

Williams Middle School  
AND Wharton High 

School 
(Rehearsal/Concert) 

Jan. 28, 2020 
 
 

Jan. 30- Feb. 1, 2020 
Concert: Feb. 2, 2020– 1:00p 

Pre-MPA Rehearsal All 7th/8th Grade Students Randall Middle School February 3, 2020 
3:30-6:15pm 

Pre MPA Concert All 7 /8 Orchestra 
Students 

Randall Middle School February 6, 2020 
6:30p-8:00p 

MPA Rehearsal All 7th/8th Grade Students Randall Middle School February 10, 2020 
3:20p-6:15p 

MPA Festival All 8th grade Students Brandon High School February 13-14, 2020 
Specific details to be 

announced closer to date 
RMSO 2019-2020 

Chamber Auditions 
All Interested 6th/7th 

Grade Students 
Randall Middle School March 30, 2020 

4:20p-6:30p 
Master Musician Spring 

Portfolios due to Mr. 
Sanderson 

All interested students Randall Middle School March 31, 2020 

Master Musician Spring 
Test 

All students who submit 
Master Musician 

portfolios 

Mann Middle School April 6, 2020 
5:00pm (tentatively) 

6th Grade EOY Dress 
Rehearsal 

6th Grade Students Randall Middle School April 27, 2020 
3:20p-5:00p 

Electrify Your Strings 
Event 

7th/8th Grade Students TBA April 28th – April 29th 2020 
Specific locations/times TBA 

End of the Year 6th Grade 
Joint Music Concert 

All Orchestra Students Randall Middle School April 30, 2020 
6:30p-8:30p 

8th Grade Banquet 8th Grade Students Randall Middle School May 7, 2020 
3:30p-5:00p 

First Friday T-Shirt Days! All Orchestra Students Randall Middle School Every First Friday of every 
month, wear your orchestra t-

shirt! 
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Orchestra Fee and Order Form 
 

All RMS Orchestra students are asked to contribute a $35 Orchestra Fee that will cover a new polo, new t-
shirt (new designs and vendor for 2019-2020) and help offset other costs in the orchestra program. Polos will 
be worn at concerts and other performances. T-shirts should be worn on fieldtrips and whenever the students 

wish! 
  

What’s in it for you and your child? Where does YOUR money go? 

Sheet music 
Awards 

Transportation 
Florida Orchestra Association membership and 

application fees 
Maintenance on school-owned instruments 

Music Performance Assessment 

Sponsorship of students in financial distress 
Purchase of new instruments 

Replacing bows 
Instrument racks and storage 
Chaperone fees for field trips 

Supplies

 

2018-2019 RMS ORCHESTRA FEES  
 

All students will need to order orchestra shirts, as they will be worn at concerts, fieldtrips, and all 
other orchestra-related events. Checks made payable to Randall Middle School Orchestra 

Boosters. This order form/payments are due January 27th, 2020. 
 
Student Name _______________________________________ Period ______________ 
 

Fee 
Student Shirt 
Sizes (circle 
gender and 

size): 
Payment Methods 

How I have 
paid (check 

one) 

2019-2020 Orchestra 
Fee - $35.00 

 
Male / Female  

(circle 1) 
 

YS YM YL  
AS AM AL 
(circle 1) 

Payment Methods: 
 

• Can be paid in person at 
parent meeting via a 

credit/debit card  
• Online through PayPal 

(please see Edsby for 
instructions), 

• Check check (made out 
to RMS Orchestra 

Boosters 

______I have paid 
my $35 fee online or 
in person via PayPal 

 
_____I have 

attached a check for 
$35 made out to RMS 
Orchestra Boosters. 

 
*** Please contact Mr. Sanderson if there are any financial concerns. *** 

 

 
I have read the orchestra handbook and agree to the information and policies as stated. I will make all 

necessary arrangements to participate in all required orchestra performances. I realize that I am an important 
contributing member of the Randall Middle School Orchestra and that my actions will affect all group members, 

not only myself. I will strive to reach my full potential as a student and as a musician. 
 

Student Signature___________________________________________________ Date_________ 
 
Parent/GuardianSignature____________________________________________Date_________ 


