
Updates as of 4-7-2020 
 

On the pages below, any information highlighted 
in yellow is modified or new material. 

 
1. All Zoom meetings will now be password protected and will require 

students to get a new link and new password for every meeting. 
a. Links will be provided through Edsby, Remind, and email the 

night before the Zoom is set to begin. 
b. These changes were designated by the district in order to make 

Zoom more secure. 
 

2. A link will be posted weekly to Edsby that will lead students to a 
OneDrive folder. In this folder will be an agenda, any assignments, and 
any supplemental material needed for the week. 

a. Students use their student#@hcps.net and their normal password 
to login. 

b. Moving assignments to OneDrive will hopefully reduce Edsby 
traffic and avoid the confusion of having to submit assignments 
there. All assignments will be done via Forms for the time being. 

c. Student assignments will be a mixture of performance and theory 
work. There will be video playing tests and Smartmusic 
assignments to complete during the week. Students should expect 
theory assignments in Microsoft Forms with minimal printing 
necessary. 
 

3. Communication is vital to successful eLearning for EVERYONE!  
a. The preferred method of contact is either 

William.sanderson@sdhc.k12.fl.us or via the Google Number 
(text/call) (813) 461-4562. 

b. Edsby messages is still useful, but with Edsby running slow, expect 
a slow response. 



RMS Orchestra 
eLearning Guide 

 
 
 

 

1. Communication 
2. Orchestra Expectations for eLearning 
3. How to tune your instrument 
4. Smartmusic 
5. Zoom  



Communication 
 

You all know I’m always big about communication. If at any time you need to reach me, 
send me a private message on Remind (the codes are listed below)! Remember, on 
Remind, you can send me private messages by simply responding to the ones I send you. 
I am also available via Edsby message and email (william.sanderson@sdhc.k12.fl.us), so 
feel free to reach out at any time. Zoom meetings will be on Tuesdays at 10:00am, 
11:3am, and 1:00pm. If you need to meet outside of those times, please contact me and 
we will set up a time. 
 
Signing up for Remind 
 

• Philharmonic (1st/3rd): https://www.remind.com/join/rmsophil  
• Symphonic (2nd): https://www.remind.com/join/rmsosymph  
• Chamber (4th): https://www.remind.com/join/rmsocham  
• Forte Strings (5th/6th): https://www.remind.com/join/rmsoforte 

 
 
Edsby is SUPER important to have, as I will post links to assignments and have some 
communications there. Please sign up. If you don’t have an Edsby account or can’t 
access it, send me an email and I will help you out. 
 
 
Google Phone Number 
 
I have set up a Google Number that students and parents can call or text. The number is 
(813) 461-4562. 
  



Orchestra Expectations for eLearning 
 

First off, let me say that I miss each and every one of you! I miss making music for you 
and I think all of us had a lot of excitement, expectation, and anticipation for the end of 
the school year in orchestra. I know there’s been a lot of changes and uncertainty. You 
guys are amazing, and I want you to remember that every day. I am available on Zoom 
by appointment only. If you need anything (help with tuning, questions, etc), send me 
an email or text/call at the Google Phone number: (813) 461-4562 
 
Here is a look at what the expectations are for your orchestra class during the eLearning 
period: 
 

• You must have an instrument. If you don’t, you need to contact me ASAP. 
 

• You must have access to technology such as a computer, laptop, or tablet. If you 
don’t, please let me know ASAP. 
 

• I understand that orchestra is not a core class, but please understand that every 
assignment I am giving you is for you to better yourself as a performer and will 
help move you in the right direction for next year. If you have any issues 
completing assignments in a timely manner, please let me know privately and we 
will work it out. 
 

Below are the weekly assignments that are expected of you. The content will change 
every week; this is just a general overview. I will do my best to use Microsoft Office 
(Forms, Word, Excel, etc.) for all assignments. We discovered that uploading to Edsby 
can be a bit confusing. I will provide a link every week to a folder on OneDrive. In that 
Folder will be an excel spreadsheet with links to all assignments. 
 

Student assignments will be a mixture of performance and theory work. There 
will be video playing tests and Smartmusic assignments to complete during the 
week. Students should expect theory assignments in Microsoft Forms with 
minimal printing necessary. 

 
Like you, this eLearning is new, so we are going to be flexible together! You’ve got this, 
and know that this is only temporary. J Hopefully we can have fun together and learn 
along the way!  



How to Tune Your Instrument 
 

• This powerpoint is a great resource for you to use. It explains how to tune your 
instrument, what tuners to use, and more! https://tinyurl.com/v9ahh46  
 

• This video is an EXCELLENT resource on showing students/parents how to tune 
an instrument. It shows a few apps and discusses how to use the fine tuners and 
pegs. Check out this video:  https://youtu.be/wT6u0X9nTlI 
 

• While many of the shops are currently open, now is not the time to break a string 
on your instrument. You will need it in the next few weeks. 
 

• Apps you may want to try: 
 

o InsTuner (apple): https://apps.apple.com/us/app/instune... 
 

o Pano Tuner (Android): https://play.google.com/store/apps/de... 
 

o Tonal Energy (the one Mr. Sanderson uses in class – Apple/Android): 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tonalenergy-tuner-
metronome/id497716362 
 

o TunerT1: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tuner-t1/id453056916  
 

o Online tuner (doesn’t require phone, can be used on device or computer): 
https://www.alexdemartos.es/wtuner/ 

 
 
If you are confident enough, you should tune your instrument every day before you play 
or submit any assignment. Smartmusic’s automatic grading system will not give you a 
good grade if you are not in tune. If you need help tuning, we can meet together on 
Zoom and see if we can work it out together. 
  



Smart Music 
 
To make learning engaging and to allow students access to as many tools as possible, 
masteries and other exercises have been moved to Smartmusic. The online database 
allows students to access their Sound Innovation books (and lots more content – music, 
exercises, you name it!). Students can practice the exercises while hearing their part, 
with a dynamic background accompaniment, at slower tempos, and much more! 
 
Some background information on the program and how to use it: 
 

• There is no download requirement – it is all done in GOOGLE CHROME via 
desktop computer, laptop, or tablet that has microphones and speakers. It will 
not work on Safari. There is a Smart Music app on the iPad. Give it a try! 

• Students must have access to a computer. Unfortunately, it cannot be done on 
their phones. If accessing this technology, students should make me aware 
immediately and I will come up with alternate assignments.  

• Students/parents should check out this video before recording masteries in 
order to understand the interface and all of the tools they are able to use: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcHeU-GbcWE  

• Smartmusic will not work if a student’s instrument is not in tune. Please refer to 
the first section of this document to ensure your instrument is in tune. 

• If computers are having a hard time reading the student’s performance, try 
muting the background music as they are playing the assessment. 
 

Signing Up for Smartmusic 
 
Students must create their own accounts for Smartmusic using their own email or a 
parent’s email. To do this, follow these steps: 
 

1. Open a chrome browser and visit https://admin.smartmusic.com/join 
 

2. When prompted, enter the APPROPRIATE class code: 
a. 1st Period: R4DDZ-AJDGE 
b. 2nd Period: 6ZH4J-VWHUR 
c. 3rd Period: RG7G4-JQEKL 
d. 4th Period: WPUAL-W22YU 
e. 5th Period: 64DHQ-3EGJU 
f. 6th Period: AHVHG-UGWYU 

 
From here, students will have access to all of the assignments on Smart Music. Students 
should check Edsby for further instructions, resources, and other announcements.  
 
Once you’re signed up, go nuts! You’ll have access not only to your method 
books, but hundreds of titles, solo books, duets, and more! 



Zoom 
 
Zoom is a video conferencing platform where Mr. Sanderson can meet with each class 
period face-to-face. The purpose of weekly meetings is not necessarily to learn/teach 
content, but to catch up with one another, ask questions, share stories, and all-around 
touch base at the beginning of the week. I will also have a different music-related topic 
to discuss every time we meet. 
 
 
To log on to Zoom: 
 
If students want to use Zoom on their phone, they will need to download the app. They 
may download Zoom on to their device, only if they wish. 
 

1. Students will be given a link, meeting ID, and password for every meeting. They 
either click the link or Join (through the app) a meeting using the meeting ID and 
enter the password. 
 

2. They will enter their full name (no nicknames, please) and enter the video-chat 
room. 
 

Here are some ground rules to follow in the chat: 
 

1. When students enter, they are welcome to chat and say hi to everyone. At about 
10 minutes into the chat, I will mute all students so that we are not talking over 
each other. 
 

2. Students may use the chat to ask questions and make comments. I will unmute 
their mics if they need to respond verbally. 
 

3. Students should try to arrive on time – I understand that there are circumstances 
that may prevent this. If they are 10 minutes late they can come to a later meeting 
or request an individual meeting later on. I will record all meetings (pending 
available tech requirements…) and post them to YouTube. 
 

4. There will be a variety of grade levels in each video-chat. Be respectful, polite, and 
open-minded about topics and questions being discussed. 
  

5. Have fun! These chats are meant for us to meet, talk, relax, and discuss music-
related ideas. 
 

 
There will be Zoom meetings on Tuesdays of every week at 10:00am, 11:30am, and 
1:00pm. All meetings will be recorded if students have to miss. If students need to meet 
me outside of those times, they need to request so using the communication tools 
mentioned. 
 


